INTRODUCTION
This work was suggested by Averill, Adams & Rowson (1955) , who reported that, following transfer to the genital tract of the rabbit, fertilized sheep ova can survive for at least 5 days and develop to the early blastocyst stage. The survival rate of the sheep ova during storage in the rabbit was rather better than that reported later for sheep ova stored in vitro for 3 days at 4-5 to 7O°C (Averill & Rowson, 1959) . Marden & Chang (1952) (Hunter, 1954) . In South Africa, many of the more popular breeds of sheep have breeding seasons that enable some of them to be mated in spring and early summer, particularly if the ewes have been kept on a high plane of nutrition during the previous winter (Hunter, 1961 (Lishman & Hunter, 1961 (Averill & Rowson, 1958) until sufficient had accumulated for transfer to a rabbit. All the ova were transferred to two rabbits, the thirteen cleaved ova being divided between three oviducts, whilst the three 1-cell ova (these were probably unfertilized) were transferred to the remaining oviduct. The details ofrecoveries and transfers are given in Table 1 .
Information regarding the numbers and stages of ova transferred to each Fig. 2 (magnification approximately 5 X ) . The condition of the ewe, which deteriorated rapidly prior to her death, was presumed responsible for the mortality of the embryo after it had survived transfer.
[facing p. 38
Lambs born in South Africa following their importation from Great ¡Britain as ferti¬ lized ova. The ova were transported from Cambridge to Pietermaritzburg in the ligated oviducts of live rabbits and transferred on arrival to the uteri of local ewes, shown here with the lambs. Fig. 3 . Two 5-month-old Border Leicester ram lambs (in the centre) with the Dorper ewes that reared them from the blastocyst stage. Fig. 4 . Two 3¿-month-old Welsh Mountain ewe lambs with their German Merino 'foster mothers'. The short or 'undershot' mandibles ('parrot mouth') of the smaller lamb on the left made both suckling and eating difficult for the lamb.
[facing p. 39 Because of the extent of the variation in time of onset of oestrus in the donor ewes, on 30th November ova were recovered from three ewes and trans¬ ferred to the right oviduct of a doe and on the following day ova from two more ewes were transferred to the left oviduct of the same rabbit (Table 1) 
